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ABNORMAL DORSAL SPINE IN TRI ACANTHUS BREVIROSTMJS 

(TEMMINCK AND SCHLEGIIL) 
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ABSTRACT 

with branched dorsal spine is reported in this 
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normal two (a characteristic of the Family to the author's knowledge. Hence the present 
Sciaenidae). However no records of abnor- instance appears to be the first one recorded 
malities in dorsal spines of fishes are available in Triacanthus brevirostris. 
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THE STRANDING OF RORQUAL WHALE 
BALAENOPTERA MUSCULUS (LINNAEUS) IN THE GULF OF MANNAR 

ABSTRACT 

The note embodies observations on the stranding of a rorqual whale Balaenoptera musculus (Linnaeus) 
measuring 6.35 m in total length in the shallow waters off Ovari on 20-12-1976. This is the first recorded 
instance of stranding of this species alive along this coast. General morphological features are given. 
Instances of strandings in other parts of the country are also listed. 

INSTANCES of whales getting stranded in the 
shallow waters of the Indian Coast and sub
sequently being washed ashore are not un
common. Perhaps no other region in the east 
coast enjoys as much of reputation for the 
frequency of such strandings as in the case 
of Gulf of Mannar. This is aptly borne by a 
number of instances of whale stranding reported 
by Silas and Kumara Pillay (1960) and Ala-
garswami et al. (1973). From the available 
literature on the subject, it appears that the 
Rorqual whale Balaenoptera musculus fre
quents the coastal waters more often and gets 

stranded on many occasions. Fibbson - Hill 
(1950) remarked that the Blue Whale Balaenop
tera musculus (Linnaeus) moves shoreward 
at intervals on the coasts of India and Sri Lanka. 
Prater (1915), Moses (1947), Nagabhushanam 
and Dhulkhed (1964), Venkataraman and 
Girijavallabhan (1966), Daniel (1963) and 
Bensam et al. (1972) have dealt with the 
Sibbald's Rorqual Balaenoptera musculus. 
The present note records one more instances 
of a recent stranding of B. musculus in the Gulf 
of Mannar, near Ovari, a fishing village (77° 54' 
E and 08° 16' N) on the early hours of 20-12-
1976. 


